Sir,
Sinonasal melanoma: an unusual cause of proptosis Malignant melanomas of the nasal cavity and paranasal sinuses are rare, accounting for less than 1 % of all melanomas in the Western population. We report a case of sinonasal melanoma presenting with proptosis and a visible medial canthal mass.
Case report
An 85-year-old man presented to our department with a 3-month history of a pigmented lesion and mild swelling in his left medial canthus. His first symptom had been epiphora 9 months prior to presentation with some swelling of his medial canthus 3 months later associated with some scant epistaxis. Six weeks prior to presentation the epiphora had worsened and he had noticed some proptosis and diplopia.
The patient had worked as a French polisher for many immunochemistry for S100 and HMB-45 (Fig. 2) . Due to the extent of the tumour and the patient's frailty, it was decided that exenteration and block clearance was not indicated. He was therefore referred for palliative radiotherapy.
Discussion
Primary malignant melanoma arising from the sinuses and nasal mucosa is rare and carries a poor prognosis. It accounts for less than 1% of all melanomas in Western populations with an apparent higher incidence of 7-11%
in Japanese populations.l It tends to occur more commonly in elderly people with a peak incidence in the Less than 1% of patients survive for 10 years.6,7 Prognosis seems unrelated to the size, site or pigmentation of the tumour and death is usually from local invasion or systemic metastases? In summary, although sinonasal melanoma is rare, it should nonetheless be considered in the differential diagnosis of both a medial canthal mass and non-axial proptosis.
